History of Hausmania                        

During the autumn 1999, Hausmannsgata 40 was occupied by Boligaksjonen 2000. Than the name was changed to Vestbredden (West Bank). Since than this house has been used for housing about twenty people. The same winter Hausmann BA contacted Statsbygg to rent Hausmannsgata 34 and Brenneriveien 1 for culture purposes.

The first artists started to us the house at spring 2000. Today Hausmann BA is working out contracts with the municipality. They are renting out rooms to artists and their purpose is to stimulate an increased cooperation between different arts and ways of expression.
At the time when the contract with Statsbygg was made,in 2003, the total amount of human droppings, garbage, syringes etc. filled about 1200 cubic meters. Also to be mentioned was two basements full of water, and their following fungus problem. There was a totally useless pipe system and an electrical installations that could not be used and several missing doors and windows.

The total mess made the whole project seam more than impossible. The building had been a resort for people with drug and alcohol problems.During the four years while the house had been empty there had been six deaths caused by overdoses and one murder in the building. The first sixteen months of the project the users of Hausmania experienced multiple episodes of robberies and violence. About 12 people were robbed within a distance of four blocks. The case was than taken care of; ten people from Hausmania made a visit to the area around the river, they demanded respect – with respect in return. Since than the conditions has been calmer.

Until now Hausmania have received almost 1 million NOK from different support organizations for culture in Norway: Kulturrådet, Musikkverkstedordningen, and Oslo komune has helped this culture house into become reality. The number of hours of voluntarie work and comittement from the users of the house makes about 7 million NOK, and this is without the materials that has been used witch in itself is worth about 900 000 NOK.

Hausmann BA is now a living part of the culture life in Oslo, it houses productions and demonstration rooms for different sorts of art. Mort known today, is Hausmannsgata theatre, witch is built up by Lars Øyno with support from kulturrådet. The theatre is the main studio for Øyno`s Grusomhetens Teater, but it can also be rented to other groups and performances. Hausmania now have ca 20 practice rooms for 30-40 bands, ca 40 studios for painters, designers, jewelry making, writers etc.

Hausmania also posesses three galleries, four theatre groups, MC club, skateboard hall, craft workshop, internet café, book café, library, cinema, and they rent out locals for meetings. An Eritrean culture group and Urfolkgruppen from Latin America are also 
situated here.

Hausmania is the place where dramaticians can go across the hall or down a stair, and meet the actors, instructors, scenographers choreographs, musicians and singers that he or she needs. And they can rent the cheapest production and exhibition rooms in Oslo, straight across the courtyard.
